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In furtherance of the purposes set forth in its Articles of Incorporation, the Region exists to Formatted: No widow/orphan control, Border: Top: (No

(D

encourage and support the local church as it seeks to Be Christ in their community and the world. 53:223 S;’fﬁ;’;;ﬂ“&ﬁ‘)gﬂ‘fg?;r;eﬂ: (No border), Right: (No
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The voting members of the Region shall be the covenanting eengregations;churches (as defined /[ Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Font color: Text 1
below), which have been accepted as members by the Region’s Board of Directors (the ~ —{ Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Not Bold, Font color: Text 1
“Board).”). The Board’s decision to accept a covenanting church as a member shall be made \ﬁ Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Font color: Text 1
based on the five common criteria, as described below, Each such covenanting
congregationchurch, through its delegate(s) and in accordance with the procedures set forth
herein, shall be entitled to vote in an election of Board members and on any other matter requiring
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membership approval. Clusters-and-affiliated ministriesThere, shall be no non-voting members, Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Font color: Text 1
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B. — 34— Requirements for Membership Formatted: Font: 11 pt
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Covenanting churches are required to adhere to the following five common criteria: Formatted

1. Affirm and participate in the mission and purpose of the Region. Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt
Formatted: Font: 11 pt

2. —2—Conduct regular weekly services of worship and operate in conformity with
the following generally-accepted Baptist beliefs and practices:

a. Belief that Jesus Christis Lord and Savior, and that the Bible is the divinely inspired
word of God.
b. Belief that the local church is the fundamental unit of mission.
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c. Belief that the committed individual Christian can and should approach God Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Not Italic
directly, and that individual gifts of ministry should be shared. Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Not Italic
d. Belief that the call to evangelism and missionary work should be taken seriously. Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Not Italic
e. [Partake of two ordinances: believers’ baptism and The-Lord’sthe Lord’ s Supper. Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Not Italic
f. Support religious freedom and respect the expressions of faith efby, others. Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Not Italic
g. Acknowledge that God’s family extends beyond our local churches, and that God {Formatted: Font 11 pt, Not Itali
calls us to cooperative ministries.
h. Serve as Christ’s witnesses for justice and wholeness. /{ Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Not Italic
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ik. Heed the biblical call to renewal and witness.
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3. ———4—Demonstrate active participation in the broad mission of the Region by (a)
providing annual financial support (as such requirements are set by the Board, from time

to time) and (b) regularly attending and participating at the Gathering, by, at a minimum
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sending at least one delegate every two years (as described below, the Gathering meets
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annually and each covenanting church may send at least two delegates).
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process described below is initiated against such church and is final. Formatted: Justified, No widow/orphan control, Border:

Top: (No border), Bottom: (No border), Left: (No border),
In cases where a covenanting cengregationchurch, seriously deviates— from the criteria in Right: (No border), Between : (No border)

Section I1I(B) above, jn the judgment of two-thirds or more of the regicn’sRegion’s Executive /{F°"“att3d= Font: 11 pt

Committee-tac-deinedintriale M balavd o the cdierialistec inApticle labeve— the \[Formatted= Font: 11 pt
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Committee. {-thiseffort-is-ineffectivelf the Executive Committee determines that further action Formatted: Header
is needed, the Executive Committee shall review the region’sRegion’s, relationship with the —{ Formatted: Font: 11 pt
congregationchurch to determine if the eengregationchurch should be disassociated with-the \[Formatted: Font: 11 pt
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—be advanced to the full Board W|th the recommendatlon to
proceed with disassociation. At that time, the church shall be provided with at least 30 days’ prior
written notice of the Board meeting at which the Board will consider the proposed disassociation;
such notice shall include the reasons for such proposed disassociation. The church shall have
the opportunity to be heard by (i) providing a written statement to the Board not less than 5 days
before the Board meeting detailing why the church should not be disassociated and/or (b) having
a representative of the church and/or the church’s pastor attend the Board meeting (in person or
by electronic means, at the church’s option) to provide such statement orally, as well as provide
any additional information deemed relevant by the church and answer any questions of the Board.
The Board shall then review and take action, provided that a quorum of at least two-thirds (2/3rds)
of the Board members must be present at a meeting at which disassociation is to be considered,
and a determination of the Region Board to disassociate a church must be approved by a two-
thirds vote of the quorum present at such meeting. Once the Board has reached a final decision,
notice shall be given to the affected church, /[ Formatted: Font: Bold
/{ Formatted: Font: 11 pt
Ihe—a#eeted—eengregahen—A church that is disassociated by the Board shall have access to ~——{ Formatted: Font: 11 pt
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U.S. Mail—Fhis to the attention of the Region’s Board Secretary at the ABCRM primary office
address or to the Board Secretary’s email address (which can be obtained from Region staff). If
a notice of appeal is filed by the church, the Region Staff shall establish the dates and deadlines
necessary for consideration of the, appeal shal-be-ruled-upon-by-the-Region-Board-with-at —{ Formatted: Font: 11 pt
the next scheduled annual Gathering, based on the time frame of such annual Gathering;
provided, however, that the church shaII have ho Iess than twe—th#ds—(—Q-/%)—ef—its—member __—{ Formatted: Font: 11 pt
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deersren—ef—the—Regwq—Beard—thtsw days prior written not|ce of the date on wh|ch such, Formatted: Font: 11 pt
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presentation. -A summary of the issues will be presented by single representatives of both the Formatted: Header
Region Board and the affected ionchurch, after which a vote of the Gatherin | Formatted: Font: 11 pt
delegates shall be held by secret ballot. -A determination of the Gathering affirming the Formatted: Pont: 11 pt
disassociation shalimust be earriedapproved, by a two-thirds vote- \[ Formatted: Font: 11 pt
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During of the delegates present. Disassociation of a church removes the church as a voting Formatted: Font: 11 pt
member and prohibits use of materials and references to ABCRM, American Baptist Church, Formatted: Fonf: 11 pt
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The-primary-meeting-while the appeal is active (i.e., until the final determination of the Region —{ Formatted: Font: 11 pt

will-be-thedelegates at the annual Gathering if the church appeals that far), the affected church
shall maintain membership, including voting, privileges in regional matters.

D. Removal from Membership due to spurious Christian Witness

In the rare case that a covenanting church should corporately behave in such a way as to
embarrass or spuriously affect the Christian Witness of the Region, another member covenanting
church may by church vote file a complaint with the Region Board. Upon the receipt of two or
more duly authorized complaints from member covenanting churches, the Executive Committee
will authorize Region staff to review the complaints with the affected church and proceed in a
process similar to that outlined above where the Executive Committee will review the complaint
and make a recommendation to the Board, and the Board will review the proposed disassociation
of the affected church at a meeting at which the affected church will have the opportunity to be
heard. Should an affirmative vote of two-thirds or more of the Board members present at a
meeting at which at least a two-thirds quorum is present occur to disassociate the church at that
meeting, the affected church would have the same right to appeal to the annual Gathering.
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The primary meeting of the Region membership will be the annual Gathering; however, SpeC|aI*><EF ’
Sessions may also be held. ormatte
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A. A—The Gathering Formatted
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1. ———+—The-Region_membership, shall meet annually through its delegates at a+/#*{ Formatted

time and place specified by the Board. /{ Formatted
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2. ———2—The functions of the delegates at the Gathering jinclude:
Formatted
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c. _e——To receive the Region’s audited financial statements and annual budget. \ﬁ Formatted
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d. B—To vote on business items.
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——2—A Special Session may be called by the Board and shall be called by the Board*/{ Formatted
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C. G-—Notice of Gathering and Special Sessions,
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D—Written notice, if in a comprehensible form, is effective at the earliest of: (i) the date
received:; (ii) five days after its deposit in the United States mail, as evidenced by the postmark,
if mailed correctly addressed and with first class postage affixed; and (iii) the date shown on
the return receipt, if mailed by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and the
receipt is signed by or on behalf of the addressee. If transmitted by electronic transmission
or other form of wire or wireless communication, notice shall be deemed to be given when the
transmission is complete.

Any covenanting church may waive notice of any session before, at, or after such session.

D. Quorum and Voting, Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Underline

N Formatted: Underline

—

-A quorum for the Gatherings and Special Sessions of the Region shall be a
majority of the registered delegates representlng no Jressfewe “than twenty percent (20%) of
the Region's covenanting churches,
With respect to all matters other than the election of Board members, action is approved if a \
quorum exists and if the votes cast in favor of the action exceed the votes cast in opposition
to the action, unless otherwise required by Celorade-Revised-Nonprofit Corporation
Act{the Act).., In an election of Board members, those candidates receiving the highest
number of votes cast in favor of their election are considered elected.
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Meetings of the Region may be conducted using any means of communication by which all Formatted: Font: 11 pt

delegates participating can hear each other during the meeting. Delegates participating in a Formatted: Font: 11 pt
meeting by this means are deemed present at the meeting.
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in advance of the Gathering or Special Session, A delegate must be a member in good S [Formatted: Font: 11 pt ]
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3. ————3—Fach delegate present shall have one (1) vote and may not vote by proxy.
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B. B-—Election of the Board
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1. The Executive Minister shall work with the Nominating Committee shall-presenta-slate
of-nomineesto identify individuals to be nominated, for elected Beard-memberdirector,
positions in compliance with the Region’s Policy on Board Recruitment (as amended from
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time to time) and shall present such proposed nominations to the Board. The Board shall
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approve a finalized slate of nominations, which shall be brought forward in the form of a
motion to the delegates at the Gathering.

2. ——2——Further nominations may be made from the floor.
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Elected Board members shall serve for two—years—or—untiltheir suceessors—are

elected-three-year terms and may serve a maximum of two consecutive terms as an elected
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serve beyond the six-year limitation while holding their respective office; provided, however,
that no individual may serve more than a total of ten consecutive years as an elected director,
regardless of any officer positions held., Terms of office shall commence at the close of the
Gathering._To the extent possible, the terms of directors shall be staggered, so that
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